Village News
Bergh Apton

Bramerton

Noteworthy Parish Team Service At Bergh Apton Sunday 15th December at 9.30 am

Bramerton Community Café

One Sunday in every month, Bergh Apton’s Church service is
planned by its “Parish Team”, regular members of the congregation
who are licensed by the Bishop of Norwich.

Join us in the village hall for Mulled Wine and
a Mince Pie or cake and coffee with your
friends and neighbours.

No two services are the same although they roughly follow the
Morning Prayer format. Each is based on a theme developed by
two members of the team. The team members, one of whom leads
the service and the other presents - or invites a guest speaker to
present - are thoughts on a theme they choose together.

Back by popular demand - Bramerton Book
Exchange!!!

December’s theme - “Bridge” - will reflect on the relationship
between the Christian and Jewish faiths - and is an opportunity to
hear Adrian Ing, of the Norwich Jewish community, our guest
speaker. Adrian will speak to us in Advent, as we approach the
celebration of the birth of Jesus (who was, after all, a Jew). His
observations on spiritual, ethical and social teachings common to
Christianity and Judaism promise to be thought-provoking.
Adrian has been a nurse all his working life and is a former
Chairman of the Norwich Branch of the Council of Christians and
Jews, Britain’s oldest national inter-faith organisation. It aims to
promote religious and cultural understanding between the faiths, to
work for the elimination of religious and racial prejudice, and to
promote religious and racial harmony. All have very real relevance,
but perhaps especially now.

Saturday 7th December ,10 am - 12 noon

If you need a lift or would like somebody to
accompany you to the Hall, please call Angie
on 538769 or Jane on 538016.
We had a great time back in September, the place was buzzing!.
Thanks to you all for making it such a success.
We were joined by
ex-neighbours Sylvia
Allen (left) and
Richard Crosskill
(right) who was with
his wife Merry.
Do come along and
join us.
Everyone is welcome! You never know who you might see there!.

PS Remember: bring along a book or two and swap for another!!

The service at Bergh Apton Church begins at 9.30 on Sunday 15th
December. You may be sure of a warm welcome and there will be
a cup of tea or coffee - and cakes! - afterwards.

Bramerton Common

Coffee Morning

If you go down to the Common today you'll notice a terrific
difference after all the hard graft by parishioners who turned up for
our working party on 2nd November.

The Coffee Morning on
Thursday 17th October at
Washingford House was a
great success!
Paris Back and Liz Lester
would like to thank all those
who donated, attended, ran
stalls and gave their time on the
day. We raised £2,234.75 for
Priscilla Bacon Hospice and
The Brooke. Without your
support, this couldn’t have
happened.

Bergh Apton & District
Society
8th January - Robert Knee
speaking on The Paston Family
12th February - Angela Bishop
reminiscing about Tradesmen
and Street Sellers
Meetings are held at Bergh
Apton Village hall, Cooke's
Road, NR15 1AA and start at
7.30 pm. Refreshments are
served following the talk and
there is a Raffle.
We hope to see you there.

Carleton St Peter
Enid would like to thank all who had Children Society boxes.
£61.50 was collected and banked for 2019.
On 9th November we had our second successful Bingo Night at
Carleton St Peter and Claxton village hall. Thank you to Lynton
Johnson and Ray Wharton who were the callers. It was a fantastic
evening, with a record-breaking raffle run by Peter and Brian. Many
thanks to them
and also to Anne,
Jess and Doreen
who helped serve
a super sandwich
and cake supper.
The evening was
enjoyed by all and
£429.40 was
raised for church
funds.

Carleton St Peter Church

Very many thanks to the strimmers - Ben, Julian, Keith and Will - to
those on rakes - Jane, John and Rosalind - and to litter pickers Jane and Marcel - who all worked so hard even though it rained for
most of the morning, they all stuck to the job! Thanks too for the
refreshments - much appreciated.

Claxton
News from the Village Hall
Our thanks go to everyone involved in the latest 50/50 Auction in
September which raised over £200. A lot of people worked very
hard to make this another successful event. Dates for your diary
should include our informal get-together on New Year’s Eve and
Winter Quiz scheduled for February 22nd 2020. More details soon!
Our next Community Café will be our Christmas Café on Tuesday
10th December from 10 am – 12 noon with traditional Christmas
fayre and a Christmas theme. On sale will be our Claxton and
Carleton St Peter calendars. These have been compiled from the
most popular local photographs as voted for by you in the recent
photographic competition. The photos depict “Our Villages through
the Seasons” and are a wonderful illustration of where we are so
lucky to live. The calendars will also be available from Jo Bissonnet
on 01508 484081 and cost just £7 each. All profits will go into
Village Hall funds.
Claxton & Carleton St Peter Community Café will celebrate its 4th
birthday on January 14th 2020. On the 2nd Tuesday of every
month we offer tea, coffee and a selection of delicious homemade
cakes and savouries, but hopefully a whole lot more with the
opportunity to meet up, socialise and share what is going on in our
two villages.
Details of all events can be found on the Claxton village website,
along with lots of other useful and interesting information:
claxtonpc.norfolkparishes.gov.uk.
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Village News
Kirby Bedon

Rockland St Mary continued .

Kirby Kids Update

May I take this opportunity on behalf of all Councillors to wish you a
Happy Christmas and a peaceful New Year.

We enjoyed a lovely evening at the Kirby Kids Reunion in
September and we were lucky to have a gentleman from the New
Farm Aviation Heritage Group. He gave us a wonderful talk about
the Americans and the US bases throughout Norfolk.
One is at Frettenham which is well worth a visit as the 467th
Bomber Group plane, the Broad & High, is remembered there. This
is the bomber plane that crashed at Kirby Bedon on 18th August
1944, memories of which helped form the annual Kirby Kids
Reunion.
We had the usual raffle and tombola, which were again sold out,
and we would like to thank everyone who donated prizes and
bought tickets. The food was lovely and we thank all who
contributed to the buffet which we all enjoyed.
Many thanks to all who helped with the raffle, tombola and for
making the teas and coffees. Your help and hard work every year is
very much appreciated by us all.
Finally, thank you all very much for coming to our reunion and
making it such a lovely evening, and we look forward to seeing you
again next year.
Sad news just received
I’m sorry to have to end with some very sad news. We wish to let
you all know that our dear friend, Winnie Coleman (also known as
Iris Dye), passed away on 12th November. She will be sadly
missed by all us Kirby Kids as she was a regular at our reunions
with her lovely smile and a story or two to tell about childhood
memories.
Janet Rush

Rockland St Mary
Remembrance - Pupils
of Rockland St Mary
School made
remembrance poppies
which they laid around
the commemorative tree
planted last year at Black
Horse Dyke Car Park.
The children also did
some readings. This was a very moving and poignant occasion.
Paper Bank - The FC Environment will no longer be collecting
paper from the bank situated at Black Horse Dyke. The good news
is that the Parish Council has arranged for M W White Limited to
take over the contract. PLEASE do continue to support the Parish
Council by placing all your newspapers/papers in the bank as this
is a source of revenue and ultimately has a benefit to all residents
because it gives the Council additional income.
Community Infrastructure Levy money (known as CIL) -The Parish
Council has received the final payment of CIL money in respect of
the development at Bee Orchid Way and can use the money to
support the development of their area by funding the provision,
improvement, replacement, operation or maintenance of
infrastructure. The total sum amounts to £33,622.73. Councillors
will be preparing a strategic plan as to how this money can be
spent so if you have any thoughts on how it should be used for the
benefit of the whole community do please email me with your ideas
for consideration.
Drop in session - No drop in session at Emma’s Tearooms in
December. The next session will be 8th January 2020 between
9.15 am and 11.15 am. This is an opportunity for residents to pop
in and have a chat with Councillors on issues that could possibly
be raised at a Parish Council meeting.
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Monica Armstrong, Clerk to Rockland St Mary with Hellington
Parish Council, parishclerk@rocklandstmarywithhellington-pc.gov.uk

Christmas Programme
For Rockland St Mary
Church

Rockland St Mary and
District Gardening Club

Despite the fact that the newly
appointed Priest will not be
here in time for this Christmas
we are fortunate to have the
services of Rev Mandy Ansell
and others. There is a full
programme of Christmas
church services outlined on the
front page, and we also have
the event set out below.

The Gardening Club opens its
New Year series of speakers
on Thursday 27th February
when David Hamblin will give a
talk entitled Plants - Poisonous,
Medicinal or Both.

Christmas afternoon tea and
cakes, Saturday 7th December
from 1 pm to 3 pm, with
Christmas crafts, raffle and
tombola in the Parish Room.
Proceeds go to the Parish
Room and St Mary’s Church.

Non members most welcome.
Meetings commence at 7.30
pm in the Parish Room.

2020 programme

On Thursday 26th March an
ambassador from Anglian
Water will be giving a talk on
saving water and much more!!

Monica Armstrong
Secretary

Jumble Sale - Thank You
A big thank you to everyone who donated jumble, cakes and made
a donation towards the Rockland St Mary Jumble Sale held on 9th
November 2019 in aid of Macmillan Cancer Support.
We raised an amazing amount of £1,027.
Thanks again from Elaine Crabb and team.

Surlingham
Confidential personal charity assistance
Surlingham Charities

This Charity was set up in 1909 and modified by the Charity Act
2006 for the relief of financial hardship, either generally or
individually of people living in the village of Surlingham. The charity
can provide facilities for recreation or other leisure occupations for
individuals who, by reason of their youth, age, infirmity or disability,
have financial hardship with the object of improving their conditions
of life.
If you have any need of help by this charity by reason of any of the
above, please contact me on 01508 495493. All cases will be
treated with complete confidentiality.
Diane Corbin, Clerk to the Trustees

Thank You
A big thank you to everyone who contributed to the Fayre in
Surlingham Church – our lovely helpers, cake and bread bakers,
soup makers, craftswomen and artists - and of course all the
people who came along to chat, enjoy refreshments, and buy our
wares. We made £348 on the day which goes towards the Church
repairs.

Advance notice. Surlingham Church plans a special Gift Day
'weekend' on February 1st and 2nd. There will be presentations of
village history and refreshments, of course, then on the Sunday a
celebratory service.

Village News
Surlingham continued . . .

School News
Alpington & Bergh Apton Primary School

Surlingham Broadnotes
Invite you to join them for

Christmas Carols and ‘Singalong’
at

Surlingham Ferry Inn
Wednesday 18th December, 6 pm til 7 pm

Surlingham Luncheon Club
The Luncheon Club was formed in 1997 by Hilary Bond and
Barbara Rix. It still continues with monthly meetings held on the 3rd
Thursday every month in the Parish Hall and has 28 – 30 regular
members. New members are always welcome.
The meals are cooked and prepared at Beauchamp House Care
Home. David Nobbs, himself a long-time member, picks them up
on his way to the club and returns empties on his way back home.
A huge thank you goes to David and also to Ros Cole and Gillian
Stiff who work hard in the kitchen and help to serve the meals,
teas, coffees, etc.
The Club has an annual outing and during September this year,
courtesy of Easton Coaches, they all enjoyed a trip to Cambridge
and a visit to Anglesey Abbey. They are all now looking forward to
a Christmas meal at The Old Feathers.
The October meeting was a very
special occasion as members
enjoyed birthday celebrations.
Ivy Mouncer, sitting on the left in
this photo was 90 and Joan
Bailey, on the right, was 94.
Phyllis Gladwell, who is missing
from the group photo below, had
a birthday recently, and was 91
years young!

Teresa Osborne, will be retiring as Head of Alpington & Bergh
Apton Primary School this December. The school community would
like to thank her for a decade of dedicated and successful
leadership, guiding our school to an Outstanding standard, not only
through the Ofsted rating but in the overall happy, caring
atmosphere of the school for all pupils, parents and visitors who
have been fortunate enough to spend time in the setting.
Teresa has always had great vision and has been instrumental in
the growth and improvements of the school site; the most prominent
being the beautiful ‘new’ school hall, ensuring a light and bright
space for the children to hold assemblies, dine, play sports, put on
plays and productions and practice their musical talents. On
occasion, it becomes a wonderful café to enjoy festive fare and
other celebrations with our community friends.
In January, we welcome Mrs Rosalie Welch, who we know will
continue the fantastic work which has been achieved by Teresa and
team. We are sad to say ‘Cheerio to Mrs O’ but would like to wish
her a long and very happy retirement with her husband David and
family.

Rockland St Mary Primary School
On 30th October, Redwood class
from Rockland St Mary Primary
and Willow class from
Surlingham Primary School
enjoyed a ‘Victorian Day’ at Great
Cressingham Victorian School
near Swaffham. It was a fantastic
experience of living history where
the children dressed up as
Victorian school children, took
authentic packed lunches and
went to an original Victorian
school (built in 1840) where they
experienced a day in the life of a
school child in 1899. They
practiced their ‘Three 3Rs’ using
slates, dip pens and blotting
paper, played with skittles,
marbles and hoops during their
break time and learned traditional quotes and songs to help them
all to be good children!

Surlingham Primary
School

Thurton CE Primary School

Senior and
Grandparent Meal.
We would like to invite you
to school at 12 pm on the
4th December for a school
meal with the children.
This is open to anyone
from the village who is
over 60 and Grandparents
of current pupils. Limited
places, booking required.
Some of the members enjoy an afternoon of keep fit exercises
when they attend the Xtend classes held at 2.15 pm every Tuesday
in the Parish Room. The exercises are suitable for those aged 50 /
60 / 70+ helping them to stay fit and healthy. Cost is minimal and
run by qualified trainers. It’s a lovely sociable atmosphere and new
faces are always welcome to come along.
Barbara Rix

Friday 13th December at 3.30 pm.
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BED AND BREAKFAST
Framingham Earl: Beautifully restored Old Rectory. Set in 2 acres of
country garden next to St Andrews Church. Further details from Mrs Sue
Wellings. Telephone 01508 493590. 07808 125381.
Email: info@oldrectorynorfolk.co.uk Web: www.oldrectorynorfolk.co.uk
HOLIDAY LET.
The Barn at the Well House, Rockland St Mary. 1 bedroom barn available
for holiday lets, weekend stays, etc. All amenities. Call Lisa Reynolds,
07939 037743 or 01508 538551 or email: lchreynolds@gmail.com.
VILLAGE HALLS
Alpington & Yelverton - Main hall. Large committee/club room. Kitchen and
dining area. Excellent heating. Car park. Children's play area. £10 an hour
for regular user groups and private functions. Business and trade £20 an
hour. Please contact Chris Blower, chrisblower587@gmail.com or mobile
07986 468432 for bookings www.alpingtonvillagehall.wordpress.com
Ashby and Thurton - Main hall with kitchen facilities and/or committee room
available for private hire per hour, day or half day. Discounted rates for
regular contract bookings. Ideal for meeting groups and social activities.
Please contact Laura Vaissiere, telephone: 01508 480773 or email:
ashbythurtonvillagehall@gmail.com..
Bergh Apton – Fully refurbished 2014. Large main hall with stage, smaller
additional room, fully-fitted new kitchen, all with heating. Disabled toilet
with baby-changing area. Large car park, gardens and play park. Contact
Hilary Ling on 01508 480439 or email hilary.ling@btinternet.com.
Bramerton - Main hall and separate kitchen area available for hire. Charge
is £4 per hour, minimum hire 2 hours. Daily rate on request. Car park.
Please contact in first instance Alison Lamont on 01508 537041 or Janet
Davies on 01508 538229.
Claxton & Carleton St Peter - Spacious, fully equipped hall. Ideal for
functions and regular users. Disabled facilities. Fully fitted kitchen. Large
car park. Bar available on request. £8 per hour or by session. Contact Jo
Bissonnet, 484081 or Sarah Carter, 480555.
Rockland St Mary - Margaret Mack Hall available evenings and weekends
for private parties, meetings and social activities. Rates per hour or per
day. Contact after 4pm please, either Debs Sayles, 01508 537077, email:
debssayles@yahoo.co.uk or Daphne Howlett, 01508 538553.
Rockland St Mary - The Parish Room is available for hire. With kitchen
facilities it is ideal for social functions, parties, clubs and meetings. Our
hire rates are extremely reasonable. Please contact Jayne Regan, 01508
538087.

15

CODE: HC = Holy Communion; E. Praise = Evening Praise; FC = Family Communion; FW = Family Worship; MP = Morning Prayer; EP = Evening Prayer; .PT = Parish
Team; VM = Vestry Meeting. Weekday Holy Communion at St Mary’s Yelverton on Thursday 5th December and Thursday 2nd January at 10.30 am
Please note:

Bible Readings Sunday by Sunday: December 2019 and January 2020
Date

Old Testament

Epistle

Gospel

01/12/19

Isaiah 2.1-5

Romans 13.11-14

Matthew 24.36-44

Advent Sunday

08/12/19

Isaiah 11.1-10

Romans 15.4-13

Matthew 3.1-12

Advent 2

15/12/19

Isaiah 35.1-10

James 5.7-10

Matthew 11.2-11

Advent 3

22/12/19

Isaiah 7.10-16

Romans 1.1-7

Matthew 1.18-25

Advent 4

24/12/19

2 Samuel 7.1-5,

Acts 13.16-26

Luke 1.67-79

Christmas Eve

Isaiah 52.7-10

Hebrews 1-12

John 1.1-14

25/12/19

Isaiah 9.2-7

Titus 2.11-14

Luke 2.1-20

Christmas Day

29/12/19

Isaiah 63.7-9

Hebrews 2.10-18

Matthew 2.13-23

Christmas 1

05/01/20

Isaiah 60.1-6

Ephesians 3.1-12

Matthew 2.1-12

Epiphany

12/01/20

Isaiah 42.1-9

Acts 10.34-43

Matthew 3.13-17

Baptism of Christ

8-11,16

or

19/01/20

Isaiah 49.1-7

1 Corinthians 1.1-9

John 1.29-42

Epiphany 2

26/01/20

Isaiah 9.1-4

1 Corinthians 1.10-18

Matthew 4.12-23

Epiphany 3

02/02/20

Malachi 3.1-5

Hebrews 2.14-18

Luke 2.22-40

Presentation of Christ

CLERGY OF THE BRAMERTON GROUP
Thurton Benefice

Rockland Benefice

Rev Chris Ellis
The Rectory
29 Ashby Road
THURTON
NR14 6AX
Tel: 01508 484174
Email: chris.ellis23@btinternet.com

Rev Mandy Ansell
44 The Street,, ROCKLAND ST MARY
NR14 7AH. Tel: 01508 538654
Email: mandy.ansell44@gmail.com

At Holy
Communion,
where only two
readings are
used, the first
reading will
usually be the
Epistle, and
the second will
always be the
Gospel
reading. At
other services
where two
readings are
used, the first
will usually be
the Old
Testament
reading, and
the second can
be either the
Epistle or the
Gospel
readings.

ROMAN CATHOLIC PARISH OF
PORINGLAND AND LODDON
Parish Priest
Father Padraig HAWKINS, The Lodge,
17 Upgate, Poringland. NR14 7SH.
Tel: 01508 492589.
Email: Frpadraighawkins@gmail.com
Times of Masses
Saturday

6 pm Loddon

Sunday

9 am Poringland

Daily Mon-Fri

8 am Poringland

Norwich Youth for Christ
Mousehold Hub,
22 Mousehold Avenue,
NORWICH
NR3 4RS
Tel: 01603 620678

Saturday

9 am Poringland

Monday

Chris Ellis
Mandy Ansell

norwichyfc.co.uk

Thursday

Mandy Ansell

BYRUS Youth Worker

Staff days off:

MERRY
CHRISTMAS
TO ALL OUR
READERS
AND
BEST WISHES
FOR 2020
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