I wish you all a very happy New Year that will, let us hope, see some gradual release from the
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constraints imposed on society by this seemingly endless pandemic. If you are surprised that
Bi-Monthly
I am still writing this newsletter it is because, so far anyway, no one has come forward to take
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over. But I am loath to let it die. So, in the form of this mini-version I will keep it going
awaiting a successor. I hope that, tolerating my wordy prose, you will continue to find either
pleasure or value (or perhaps both!) as you plough your way through its contents and even find the odd nugget that
pleases you. So let’s get this show on the road and, as poor old Canio cried in ‘I Pagliacci’ on with the motley”!

CAROLS BY CANDLE-LIGHT

A MEMENTO OF A CHALLENGING YEAR

For the congregation of some 50 people (compared to
the three times that before Covid) Bergh Apton’s Carol
Service was a joyous festival of carols and readings in a
candle-lit church, wonderfully-decorated by a team of
local florists and with a spectacular Christmas tree.

Lady Dannett, Lord Lieutenant for Norfolk, marked
the passage of the first year of the Covid-19 pandemic
with a plaque given to every parish in the County as a
memento of its inhabitants’ resilience in dealing with
the restrictions and impact of the virus.
Here in Bergh Apton, as the virus spread throughout England, we had created a list of over fifty people
who volunteered to turn out in the event that anyone
in the community needed help (see * below). It was on
their behalf, and of all who did their bit in that first
year, that David Skedge, as Chairman of the Parish
Council, received the plaque from Paris Back, one of
Lady Dannett’s Deputy Lords Lieutenant, in a small
ceremony at Paris’s homeWashingford House on Friday 14th January.
This event had been scheduled to take place at the
village hall but, as the Omnicron strain of the virus
rampaged across the Country, the venue was changed
at short notice and only a handful of people witnessed
Paris presenting the plaque to David.
*Covid Footnote: The list was never needed . . . the
spirit of this community meant that everything that
needed to be done was done. That was because of the
generosity of neighbours who kept an eye out for the
welfare of their neighbours.
Well done, people of Bergh Apton!

The tree, having grown too big for its place in his
front garden in Threadneedle Street, was a gift from
Richard Crome and was cut down, transported to the
church and erected in its place by Peter Cooke and
Matt Barrett, Kip Bertram’s two-man dynamo that
looks after the Manor estate.
The service, on Sunday 19th December, was led by
Lorie Lain-Rogers of Bergh Apton’s Parish Team and
began with a soprano solo first verse of the traditional
carol ‘Once in Royal David’s City’ sung by Evie Sayer’s daughter Julia Bates. Nine more carols, eight bible
readings, a John Rutter solo sung by Julia Bates and a
poem by Tennyson followed to welcome in Bergh Apton’s Christmas season. (See another photo on p.2)
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Peter Cook and (hidden by the tree,
but pulling his weight!) Matt Barratt carrying Richard Crome’s superb 18+ foot Christmas tree into
the churchyard before setting it up
in the church ready for the Carol
Service. No, they didn’t carry it all
the way from Threadneedle Street.
The truck & trailer they brought it
on is just out of camera shot across
the road.

BA SOCIETY’S CHRISTMAS DINNER

BLACK SHUCK IN BERGH APTON?
You’ve probably heard of Black Shuck, the huge and slavering mythical (or is he!?) beast said to roam the Norfolk
countryside. Did he, back in 1944 or 1945, come to Bergh
Apton? Stanley Gilbert who at one time lived at Bussey
Bridge was convinced that one
night, soon after the end of the
second World War, he did!
In 1983, forty years later, he
recorded the experience in a
letter to the curator of the
EDP’s ‘Hidden East Anglia’
column.
He wrote that he was cycling home along Cooke’s Road to Yelverton after a night
playing darts in the George and Dragon in Thurton when
the terrifying beast leapt out at him from the pond on the
south side of the road, opposite the wall that encloses the
grounds of Washingford House.
Stacia Briggs and Siofra Connor revived the tale in the
EDP on 1st December 2021, including Stanley’s words; “I
must say I was terrified and expected to be knocked of my bike
and bitten, but the next thing I saw was the dog disappearing
into the wall”.
Keep your eyes skinned as you pass this spot, and let me
know if you see anything!

NEWS FROM THE TURKS IN GERMANY
A Christmas card from Freibog, on the river Elbe in Germany, brought news from Gunter and Renata Türk of
Catherina, the younger
of their two daughters,
who spent five years
with them when the
family lived here, at
Apton Manor, from
2002 to 2009.
Catherina gained
her Master’s Degree in
Fine Arts at Chelsea
College of Arts in 2009
and is now a successful
professional artist living and working in
Hamburg.
Gunter and Renata’s card is an example of both her work and her success. Its illustration by
Catherina was chosen by major card publisher Woodmansterne for one of its 2021 Christmas series.

Forty-two people, members of the Bergh Apton Society
and their guests, gathered at Green Pastures for the Society’s Christmas Dinner on 17th December.
Judge not the nature of the evening’s conversation by
the serious looks here as Lynton Johnson (right) and
Ray Wharton chat
with guests. Fuelled
by good wine and food
(left: the delicious soup
prepared by the Gardener’s Kitchen chefs),
this rare opportunity,
in present circumstances, to meet had a
very convivial
atmosphere.

OOPS!
It could have been the pressure of going to press in time
for the Christmas edition (December 2021) or, perhaps, a
lack of attention to detail. Whatever the cause, there
were some errors in the December 2021 edition of the
Berghaptoner that I need to correct for the record.
Maria’s 90th Birthday
My report on Maria Phillips’ 90th birthday stated that
there were already seven village residents in that esteemed category. Not so! There were eight. My apologies to Barbara Farrow of Church Meadow Lane whom I
omitted from the distinguished company.
Eelen Kennedy’s name is mis-spelt as Eileen. I blame
that entirely on my tiresome electronic spell-checker. In
a weird kind of cat-and-mouse game, it changes my initially-correct spelling ‘Eelen’ every time I write it. It
then sits back to see if I notice. This time I did not. One
up to the spell-checker.
My photo caption added to these errors by telling you
that Sam Phillips is Sarah Phillips’ son. That’s wrong.
He is Sarah’s nephew - the son of her brother Michael.
Dodger’s Lane in the 1911 Census
I have a further confession. I wrote, in the 1911 Census
article on p.10 (in para 7), that the origin of the name
Dodger’s Lane was in the nickname of Arthur Smith who
lived at Pond Farm.
That was wrong and I hope I will not be punished for
the pun-ish correction that, in the following paragraph, I
got it right when I wrote that his name was WRIGHT!
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THE 1921 CENSUS

Before we go on with our look at the village in 1911 I have
news of the 1921 Census for which the details were released in January.
It seems that that the only means of looking at it
(other than at the National Records Office in Kew) is to
go to the website www.findmypast.co.uk whose owners
have spent two years preparing the records for publication. That’s a costly exercise and the website has set a fee
of £2.50 to have a look at basic data held on any one person in the census, or £3.50 to download the record of his/
her household.
For a single family research exercise that’s reasonable.
But to analyse Bergh Apton, with 212 houses, as we can
with all previous censuses, would cost close to £400.
Few voluntary organisations interested in a wider focus, such as a complete village community, have funds to
meet that sort of expenditure and we have asked findmypast if they have made arrangements for such groups to
access the record at a reasonable cost. More news in due
course.

THE 1911 CENSUS - PART TEN

We ended our December 2021 exploration by turning off
Cooke’s Road and going down Weddup Lane (now Dodger’s Lane) as far as Pond Farm.
This time we’ll go on down the lane, passing Church
Farm, to The Street. We’ll turn right there and nip up to
the Cook’s Road junction to begin at Royston House, and
try and visit everyone who lived on the road from there
to its junction with Church Road.
I say ‘try’ because Edmund Leeder, the census enumerator, did not record this part of the village in the order of
its houses and there is no easy way to unravel the resulting puzzle.
As an example, we find the Wall and Stone families
(who lived half a mile away on Mill Loke) listed in between two of the houses on The Street. The Annis and
Mayes households at the north end of the road are another example; they are right across the road from each other
but there are no less than eight other houses between
them on Leeder’s schedule.
The householders themselves add another difficulty;
with the exception of a few of the larger properties in the
village, only a few included a street name or a house
number in their return. Just ‘Bergh Apton’ Not helpful!
So certainty is in short supply here. But let’s make a
start with a few of the latter.
The Annis family lived at Royston House whose occupants on the night of 2nd April 1911 were 54-year old
widow Rosetta Annis, her
unmarried farm labourer son
Edward James aged 31, a
granddaughter Ethel Grace
aged 10 and a lodger, farm
labourer Harry Percy Freestone.
Rosetta (the grandmother
of Peter Annis, today’s owner of Orchard House, across
the road) was clearly a strong
and formidable lady who, in
the sixteen years between
Royston House as it was in
1964, still a market garden,
1879 and 1895, had given birth
with The Street at the bottom to ten children.
of the photo.

Then, in October 1895, she lost her husband Samuel
and buried him in the churchyard where, only six months
earlier, they had buried their last child Frederick at the
age of six months. These must have been cruel blows.
I had expected to find Peter Annis’s father James Rust
Annis living with Rosatta. Instead I found him living in
Belgravia, London’s grandest residential area where the 20
year-old bachelor was a footman on the ten-strong staff of
Mrs Albinia Evans-Lombe at No
109, Eaton Place. This elegant sixfloor residence was most likely a
London pied-a-terre of a landwealthy Norfolk family whose principal residence at that time was
Thickthorne Hall, just south of
Norwich.
But I digress. Let’s return to the
Bergh Apton census having found
this young man who, only a few
years later, was to serve in the Royal James Annis in RFC
uniform in WW1
Flying Corps in the First World
War.
James survived the war and returned home to run the
Bergh Apton market garden (No 1 on this map) that his
mother was running in 1911.
The next certainty in the
road was the Post Office (No 3
on the map). Postmistress Ellen
Annie McPherson, aged 39,
lived here with her 33 year-old
husband David (aged 33) an
Auxiliary Postman, and 5-yearold daughter Elizabeth Jessie.
David McPherson was a
Scot, born in Leith in 1878, but
Ellen was a Bergh Apton girl.
Baptised here on 28th August
1870, she was the daughter of
Wm and Elizabeth Weddup.
A rummage in the Burial
Register revealed that Ellen’s
mother Elizabeth died in 1905
and is buried in our churchyard.
Ellen’s father William was still alive and we came across
him earlier, living just up the road at Veranda Cottage as
a boarder with Robert and Annie Alexander.
He states in the census column ‘Profession or Occupation’ that he is a ‘retired Postman’. So did Ellen (with a
period between their incumbency?) follow her father in
running Bergh Apton’s post office?
Ellen married David McPherson in 1904 somewhere ln
Yorkshire, pretty much half way between their respective
birthplaces. Is there a mystery there? I may find out
more in due course. She did have another surprise up her
sleeve with which I will end this edition, and we’ll resume this census-ramble in the April edition.
Like James Annis in 1911, but ten years earlier, Ellen
too had tasted the bright lights of London and life in Belgravia. But it was on an even higher stratum of Society.
In the 1901 census she is recorded as ‘Lady’s maid’ to
one of the notable socialite sisters Fanny and Agnes Keyser who lived at No 17 Grosvenor Crescent.
King Edward VII was a frequent visitors to this grand
house to spend time with Agnes Keysor who was then, or
was soon to become, one of the famously-amorous King’s
many mistresses.
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ANOTHER ANGLE ON COVID!
This is the illustration on the
front of one of the cards Hilary
received on her recent birthday.
The message inside has a different take on the pandemic
and its effect on the way we
live:
“Never in my life did I imagine
that my hands would consume
more alcohol than my mouth!”

COFFEE ‘n’ CHAT AT THE VILLAGE HALL
Just enough room here to squeeze in something about
the thriving Bergh Apton ‘Coffee n Chat’ get-togethers
in the village hall from 10 o’clock until Midday on the
third Wednesday of every month.
The ‘craic’ is good and so is the company that often
comprises thirty people - and sometimes more - who
like to meet to catch up on village news and to exchange ideas on anything and everything.
If that sounds just like your cup of tea (and cakes
too) do go along and join in.

FEBRUARY
9th

16th
19th
24th

VILLAGE DIARY 2022

19.30 B.A. Society talk on Tanzania by Dr Ann
Edwards at the Village Hall
10.00 – 12.00 Coffee n Catch Up at the Village Hall
10.00 BACT Workday. Meet at Church Field
10.00 BACT Workday. Meet at Church Field

MARCH
2nd 19.00 Parish Council meet at the Village Hall
9th
19.30 B.A. Society talk ‘Odd & Interesting’ by Jill
Mann at Village Hall
16th 10.00 – 12.00 Coffee n Catch Up at Village Hall
16th 19.00 Village Hall Management meeting
19th 10.00 BACT Workday. Meet at Church Field
24th 10.00 BACT Workday. Meet at Church Field
26th 09.00 Eleven Says Assembly at the Village Hall
30th 19.30 BALHG join with Alpington History
Group for talk ‘Medieval Graffiti’ by Matt
Champion at BA Village Hall

Archery
BACAT workshops

Bob Kerry
Pat Mlejnecky

01508 558674
01508 480696

BA Society

Lynton Johnson

01508 480629

Church: Rector

Rev’d Chris Ellis

01508 484174

Church: Warden

Shirley Rimmer

01508 480576

Conservation Trust

Tony Davy

01508 558453

Dog Training

Tina Devlin

07810 158799

Family/Local History

John Ling

01508 480439

Microscopy Group

Peter Sunderland

01508 493398

Pilates

Emma Stevens

Singing (The La La’s!)

Karen Bonsell

07900 968739

Village Hall

Hilary Ling

01508 480439

Yoga

Richard Williams

07954 142337

moveswithemma.com

REGULAR ACTIVITIES AT
Monday

17.00 on

DOG TRAINING

Monday

09.30 - 10.15

PILATES

1st Tuesday

13.30-16.00

VILLAGE ARCHIVE

Tuesday

19.30

THE LA LA’s SING

3rd Wednesday

10.00-12.00

COFFEE n CHAT

Thursday

09.30 - 10.15

PILATES

Friday

09.30 & 11.15

YOG

1st Saturday

09.30 - 11.15

MICROSCOPY GRP

OUR SPONSORS
For their invaluable and continuing generosity that
enables this newsletter to keep going, my thanks,
to our sponsors:
Bergh Apton Community Arts Trust
Bergh Apton Conservation Trust
Bergh Apton Society
Bergh Apton Local History Group
Bergh Apton Parish Council
Bergh Apton PCC
Bergh Apton Village Hall
Bertram Charitable Trust
Country Holiday Cottages Norfolk Ltd

