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Minutes of a Meeting of Bergh Apton Parish Council 

Weds 2nd March 2022 at 7.00 pm in the Village Hall 
 

Members Present: David Skedge (chair), Hugh Porter (vice-chair), Janet Skedge, 
Sheridan Winn, Steve Whitby, Ian Ratcliffe, Steven Mitchell 

In Attendance: Clerk Angela Tregear, Cllr Kay Mason Billig (until 7.30pm), Cllr John 
Fuller (7.40-8.20pm), one member of the public 

1. To receive apologies for absence & declarations of interest - 
none 

2. To approve the minutes of the Parish Council meeting held on 
5th January 2022 

Minutes approved by all and signed by the Chair. 

3. To report progress on items not on the Agenda arising from last 
meeting 

The outdoor gym has just been installed. Hugh reported that a grant has 
been offered from the Norfolk Farming & Wildlife Advisory Group to pay for 
the new hedge behind the village hall (once the conifers are removed in the 
autumn). 

4. Presentation of County Councillor’s report – Kay Mason Billig 
KMB reported that there would be 2.99% increase in Council Tax, NALC are 
funding two members of staff to liaise between NCC and Parish Councils 
and that NCC are planning a variety of play schemes and activities during 
the Easter holidays. 

Kay has been investigating the progress on the 50mph speed limit at 
Hellington Corner and explained the history of this. It should have 
happened within 12 months of the Green Pastures planning application in 
2016, but hasn’t yet been implemented. She will continue to look into this. 
She also explained that it is unlikely that a 40mph speed limit will be 
introduced past Prospect Place, but she will continue to support measures 
to improve safety on the A146. The road has been re-piped at the Slade 
Lane junction in Yelverton to address flooding issues.  

5. Traffic and safety: An update on the 50mph speed limit at 
Hellington Corner, to discuss the possibility of a 40mph speed 
limit past Prospect Place 

See KMB report above. It was also agreed that it would be a good idea to 
put in a Parish Partnership bid for funding for village gateway signs on Mill 
Road.  

6. To discuss request from Alpington & Yelverton PC to jointly fund 
a safety mirror opposite the junction of Mill Road 

The Councillors had reservations about a safety mirror as NCC do not 
approve of them.  They would like to investigate whether anything else can 
be done to improve visibility at this junction first.  
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7. Community Speedwatch report – Sheri Winn 
Sheri reported that 17 letters had been sent out by the police over 7 
watches, with peak times being 8.30-9.30am. The latest SAM2 graph shows 
that 10% of vehicles were exceeding 30mph, which is an improvement on 
previous figures from before the speedwatch began and demonstrates that 
it is a good deterrent.  

8. Presentation of District Councillor’s report – John Fuller 
JF told us that there is a £200 grant towards Jubilee celebrations for each 
Parish Council which will be available to claim soon.  

SNC are spending a lot of money this year improving the Wherryman’s Way 
footpath from Norwich to Loddon.  

Band D Council Tax will rise by £5 a year. 

Covid rates are still very high but there are only 3 people in hospital in 
Norfolk.  

SNC are investing money in various climate-friendly schemes including more 
electric charging points and using organic fuels in bin lorries.  

The village clusters consultation period should start late summer/early 
autumn. 

9. To discuss replanting of the ancient hedge to the north of 
Cooke’s Road and new fence/access gate 

The new hedge has been planted, although it does not completely replace 
the old hedge as there is now a new fence and access gate. Andy Baines 
from SNC has confirmed that the fence and access gate require planning 
permission and the owner has been asked to submit this.  

10.  Open forum for Public Participation: an opportunity to hear 
from members of the public 

The Hon. Secretary of the PCC thanked the Parish Council for all they do and 
explained the request from the PCC for a grant towards the cost of 
churchyard maintenance. This will go on the agenda for discussion at our 
next meeting. 

11.  To discuss possible ways of commemorating the Queen’s 
Platinum Jubilee 

We have been offered the use of a marquee and the grounds of Bergh 
Apton Manor for a ‘bring your own’ Jubilee Picnic. We will also buy some 
trees to plant as part of the replacement hedging when the conifers are 
removed at the village hall.  

12.  To decide upon a suitable location for the Lord Lieutenant’s 
Plaque 

Hugh will speak to the Village Hall committee and ask whether the plaque 
could go on the village hall.  

13.  An update on the quotes for new benches 
It was decided to use oak rather than recycled plastic for the bench around 
the Burghers and ask a local carpenter to make this. (DS to liaise with 
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carpenter) We will also purchase two recycled benches for Wrong Lane and 
Lion Lane at a cost of approximately £500 + VAT each.  

14.  To discuss arrangements for the Annual Parish Meeting on 27 
April 

JS agreed to organise refreshments for this meeting. 

15. Planning: 2021/2598 - Outbuilding West of Lion Lane Bergh Apton  

It was noted that this application was refused by SNC for change of use of 
outbuilding/store to form a dwelling with extension and extension to 
existing stable block 

16.  Finance: The clerk reported that there was £25,849 in the bank account 

of which £8250 was CIL reserve and £17,599 was general reserve. The 
general reserve will reduce to £9,529 once we have paid for the new 
outdoor gym.  

16.1 Cheques approved and signed for Clerk’s salary for Jan and Feb - 
£184.60pcm 

16.2 Cheque approved and signed for NPTS subscription - £50 

17. To agree a date for the meeting of the Data Protection 
Committee 

It was agreed to hold this meeting just before the AGM on Wednesday 4th 
May. 

18. To agree items for next meeting: 

PCC request for a grant towards the cost of churchyard maintenance 

 

Dates of future meetings: 

Wednesday 27th April (Annual Parish Meeting) 

Wednesday 4th May (Data Protection Committee followed by AGM) 

 

 

 

 


