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As a result of unforeseen (and mundane!) circumstances I am late to press with this 
month’s newsletter.  I hope I am in time to get it out onto Bergh Apton’s highways and 
byways in time to tell you what’s happening over the next couple of months so you can 
note them on your calendars.  It fares, as they say in Norfolk, to be a busy time!  If there is 
any other news that I have had to hold back this time I will publish it, along with the last part of the story of Bergh 
Apton in 1911, as an August edition.  That will be my last one in this chair.  I had hoped, by keeping this seat warm, 
to flush out a new Editor but, in the eight months since I flagged up my intention to depart, there has been no sound 
of an approaching galloping horse ridden by a saviour.  So, to stretch the mixed metaphor a little further, I shall 
hang up my spurs at the end of July.  But take heart for, in earlier times there have been long intervals between pub-
lications of a Bergh Apton newsletter.  Let’s hope that it will not be too long before the next one. 
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THE PLATINUM JUBILEE 
 

Bergh Apton’s celebration of the Queen’s Platinum Ju-
bilee on Saturday 4th June is the first event on Bergh 
Apton’s Summer calendar. 

Shakespeare’s King Henry V, on the eve of the Bat-
tle of Agincourt, told his men that ‘gentlemen in England 
now a-bed shall think themselves accurs'd they were not 
here”.  Hmmm, the comparison may be a bit of hyper-
bole, but only the late Louis XIV of France and the late 
Rama IX of Thailand reigned for longer and, in July, 
our Queen will overtake the latter and take a place in 
history unlikely to be eclipsed.     

So this is a historic occasion.  And what better place 
to mark it than in the park at Bergh Apton Manor! 

It is a very informal affair to which you are invited 
to bring your whole family and your friends.  Bring 
whatever you fancy as a picnic and whatever you like 
to drink.  It’s an open air venue so let’s keep our fingers 
crossed for sunshine. But, if it’s otherwise, there’s a 
marquee big enough for everyone. 

 In case you have things to do in the day, or perhaps 
want to watch the London ceremony on TV, the Bergh 
Apton party won’t start until 4.30 pm and will continue 
into the night with a bit of music and entertainment 
scheduled to end at 10.00 pm. 

HELP FOR UKRAINE 
 

Every city, town and village in the United Kingdom 
must be watching events in Ukraine not just with hor-
ror but with disbelief.   

For  nearly eighty years now the images of bestiali-
ty and massacre of civilians caught up in the fighting 
of WW2’s European theatre have been on flickering 
newsreels.  We watched with the comfortable convic-
tion that ‘that was then’ and ‘Nations learned at a huge 
cost that it must never happen again’.  And yet, here we 
are, again.   

For the majority of people here, the most positive 
step to take is to give generously to campaigns that 
support efforts to alleviate suffering and to provide 
homes and services for Ukranians who have made it 
to this Country.  And here is an opportunity for you 
to do that.  A Fundraiser in Bergh Apton village hall. 

Can you help by providing raffle prizes, cakes, 
plants and other items needed for the event?   

'ŝǀĞ�'ŝůů�tĂƚĞƌƐ�Ă�ĐĂůů�ŽŶ�ϬϭϱϬϴ�ϱϱϴϭϮϳ 

BERGH APTON VILLAGE HALL 
SATURDAY 

25 JUNE 2022 
10 am - 2 pm 

A COFFEE MORNING 
with Cakes, Plants, Raffle 

& Refreshments 
TO HELP 

UKRAINE 

A TREE FOR THE PLATINUM JUBILEE 
 

Twenty people stood in the Church Field on 22nd May on a glorious Spring morning to 
witness storyteller Ashley Ramsden plant an oak tree donated by Robert Waters of Val-
ley Farm to mark HM the Queen’s Platinum Jubilee.  The tree was planted in ground 
prepared by Lisa Reeve, and was blessed by our Curate, Rev Cate Turner.   

If you worry about the will of such a tiny oak tree to survive have a look on p.3 to see 
what has happened to the last one, the Trafalgar Oak, planted in 2005. 
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PARISH COUNCIL NEWS 
 

The Parish Council’s Annual Parish Meeting (APM)
at the village hall on 4th May was an opportunity to 
hear about the work of the Parish Council and the 
village Societies and Groups that are invited to give 
an overview of their activities in the past year. 

The Council’s chairman David Skedge gave a 
warm welcome to all who attended this first physical 
APM since the Lockdown that began in March 2020.   

Amongst them was our new Norfolk County 
Councillor Kay Mason Billig, elected to represent 
Bergh Apton in May 2021. 

In her own report Kay spoke of  hopes of amend-
ing the unrestricted speed limit at the hazardous Hel-
lington Corner junction (of Mill Road and the A146) 
where the Parish Council has sought a limit for many 
years.  Kay indicated that, with progress having now 
been made to define which authority will lead the ef-
fort, the imposition of a 50 mph speed restriction is 
now closer to reality. 

The Chairman also spoke of the situation on 
Cooke’s Road where the owner of the land between 
the village hall and Washingford Barn, on which he 
has destroyed a small wood, has applied to have the 
recently-erected (and non-compliant) fencing and 
gateway approved by South Norfolk Council.  The 
Parish Council and members of the public have 
lodged objections that will, we hope,  result in refusal 
and an order to reinstate the original hedge. 

 
Note by Ed:  My report on the front page of the April 
newsletter included the erroneous statement that the 
funding for new gym equipment at the village hall 
came from the Construction Infrastructure Levy 
(CIL).  I am delighted to tell you that they were the 
result of the work of Angie Tregear, our Parish Clerk, 
who was entirely responsible for the research and the 
submissions to funding sources that secured the money. 

VALLEY MARSH IS 
CONNECTED 
 

In late April Professor Tony 
Davy, Chairman of Bergh Ap-
ton Conservation Trust, re-
ported to the Trust’s mem-
bers that good progress had 
been made in preparing the 
sites for the two bridges that 
would span the river Chet, 
linking the recently-
acquired Valley Marsh with 
Welbeck Marsh. 

Under the direction of 
Steve Whitby, powered by 
six strapping volunteers 
from Aviva and organised by the 
Charity Volunteering Matters, the work 
was well done in challenging condi-
tions. 

 The photo (right) shows BACT 
heavy hitters Bob Kerry and Steve 
Whitby standing in front of one of 
the now-completed bridges that will be officially 
opened later this year 

SOMETHING IS STIRRING IN THE   
CHET VALLEY VINEYARD 
 

I took this photo as I passed Chet 
Valley’s vineyard on Sunday 22nd 
May.  It shows the nascent berries 
that will, by late Autumn, turn into 
the grapes that will produce John 
Hemmant’s next vintage.   
    With luck the risk of late Spring 
frost has passed and the Summer’s 
warmth will turn these tiny little 
green nodules into the luscious fruits 

that are picked, pressed, their juices fermented and the 
results bottled in the Chet Valley winery.  “Bring it 
on”, I say! 

 

MARKING THE BIRTH  OF   
THE PENNY BLACK POSTAGE STAMP  
The Annual Supper of Bergh Apton Local History 
Group on Friday 13th May, at the village hall, cele-

brated the 1840 introduction 
of the Penny Black that, in 
1840, changed the way the 
Royal Mail was delivered 
throughout the Kingdom. 
     Examples of Victorian 
correspondence (mostly spu-
rious and some rather racy!), 
that had been posted in a 
mock-up post box mounted 
on the stage were read out 
during the supper. 
     On the left are two ver-
sion of the Victorian post 
box.  One is genuine (found 

near City Hall) and t’other is the mock-up.  I will 
leave you to work out which is which! 

 

 

on the East Park at Bergh Apton Manor 
By kind permission of Kip and Alison Bertram 

On Sunday 24th July 
 

The Horse Show  
begins at 8.30 am  

 

The Fun Dog Show 
Begins at 12.30 

you can register your dog or dogs  
any time after 11.30 

 

Free car parking and Lots of classes  
for dogs with different characters and attributes 
Bring your pets along - it’s fun for all the family 

and there are ROSETTES to be won!! 
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LIFE & LOVES: AN EXHIBITION TO CELEBRATE 
THE WORK OF JUSTIN BARNARD (1960-2021) 
 

On 23rd & 24th July there is an exhibition in Bergh Apton 
village hall of the works of gifted artist Justin Barnard 
who had close family ties with Bergh Apton and lived in 
Thurton for many years until his death on 11th February 
last year. 

The exhibition is curated by his niece and nephew 
Elizabeth and Conrad Stewart who intend to donate the 
net proceeds of the Exhibition to an urgent international 
appeal and three charities, two na-
tional and one very local (see below). 

Justin’s talent was evident from 
his boyhood in Princes Risborough, 
Bucks where he won a ‘Best Book 
Illustration’ competition run by the 
town’s library.  It grew at Thorpe 
Grammar School and then in Nor-
wich School’s 6th Form where he 
also began to write poetry.  After 
reading English at Magdalen Collage Cambridge he qual-
ified and practised as a Chartered Accountant but his 
interest in art was re-ignited when he attended an art 
class in Greece taught by a pupil of Salvador Dali after 
which he completed a Fine Art foundation course at Nor-
wich College of Art.  He set up The Walnut Tree Gal-
lery at his cottage in Thurton and sold his work online as 
'Just Pictures'.   

At this exhibition you will dis-
cover that Justin's varied artwork is  
mainly oils/acrylic on canvas, 
wood, paper and tile, but includes 
sketches, small sculptures and pho-
tography.  His poetry, too, often 
figures within his artwork.   

Information at the Exhibition 
will include details of his works on show, their prices and 
the full details of the charities that will benefit from the 
net proceeds of the Exhibition.  They are, in brief, the 
Ukranian Humanitarian Appeal to which half the pro-
ceeds will be given with the balance being divided equal-
ly between the Thurton and Ashby St Mary Pre-
school (Elizabeth and Conrad's childhood playgroup), 
Macmillan Cancer Support and The Chartered Account-
ants Benevolent Association that supported Justin 
through thick and thin. 

Elizabeth and Conrad invite you to come and bring 
your friends!  It is all in a good cause!    
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THRIVING TRAFALGAR OAK 
Anyone worried about the newly-
planted Platinum Jubilee oak (see front 
page) surviving and growing needs only 
to look at the photo on the right - a win-
ter scene on 18th December 2005 in the 
south-east corner of the Church Field 
when the late Tommy Jermy (of 
Hillview and the Royal Navy) planted 
an oak tree whip to mark the 190th anni-
versary of the Battle of Trafalgar in 1805.    

So the chances are good that the new tree (below, just 
visible in its pot before planting) will grow to emulate that 
small Trafalgar Oak, now stand-
ing tall and proud in the opposite 
corner of the field. 

 

IN MEMORIAM 
 

Pauline Silcock (née Elstron) who died in April, 
had returned from South Africa in 2003 on the 
death of her husband Dennis Silcock to live at 
The Cottage on Threadneedle Street.    

She had first come to the village in 1957/8 as 
part of the office team of world-renowned blood-
stock breeder Keith Freeman (1917-2005) who es-
tablished the Bergh Apton Stud at the old Rectory 
having moved from Elm Hill in Norwich. 

Pauline’s South African husband Dennis, 
whom she married in 1993, was a friend and client 
of Keith Freeman and was himself a bloodstock 
breeder of some distinction.   
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VILLAGE DIARY  

My thanks to our sponsors.  Their continuing generosi-
ty allows this newsletter to keep going:  
 

Bergh Apton Community Arts Trust 
Bergh Apton Conservation Trust 
Bergh Apton Society 
Bergh Apton Local History Group  
Bergh Apton Parish Council 
Bergh Apton Parochial Church Council 
Bergh Apton Village Hall Trust 
Bertram Charitable Trust 
Country Holiday Cottages Norfolk Ltd   

THANK YOU SPONSORS! 
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Yoga classes Richard Williams 07954 142337 

Singing (The La La’s!) Karen Bonsell 07900 968739 

Pilates classes Emma Stevens moveswithemma.com 

BACAT (Art workshops) Pat Mlejnecky   01508 480696 

BA Conservation Trust Tony Davy 01508 558453 

Dog Training Tina Devlin 07810 158799 

Village Hall bookings Hilary Ling 01508 480439 

Family/Local history research 01508 480439 John Ling 

Microscopy Group Peter Sunderland 01508 493398 

 

REGULAR ACTIVITIES AT  
THE VILLAGE HALL 

3rd Wednesday 10.00-12.00 COFFEE  n  CHAT 

Monday 09.30 - 10.15 PILATES 

Monday 17.00 on  DOG  TRAINING 

Friday 09.30 & 11.15 YOG� 

Tuesday 19.30 THE  LA LA’s  SING 

3rd Wednesday 14.00-16.00 VILLAGE ARCHIVE 

Tuesday� 09.30 - 10.15 PILATES 

1st Saturday 09.00 - 17.00 MICROSCOPY  GRP 
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Lynton Johnson 01508 480629 BA Society 

Church: Warden Shirley Rimmer 01508 480576 

Church: Rector Rev’d Chris Ellis 01508 484174 

Linda Davy 01508 558493 BA Local History Group 

JUNE 
4th 16.30-22.00   Queen’s Jubilee Bring-a-Picnic (see p.1)  
  in the park at Bergh Apton Manor 
9th All day BA Society visit to Stowe House 
11th 19.00 Hexachordia, early music trio  
      at the parish church (see p.3) 
15th  10.00 – 12.00  Coffee n Catch Up at the Village Hall 
16th All day BA Society visit BBC Gardeners World  
                                             in Birmingham 
18th   10.00  BACT Workday.  Meet at Church Field 
18th 18.30  BACT/BALHG Summer BBQ at Gravel 
                                                Pit Farm 
22nd  19.00  Parish Council meet at Village Hall 
23rd   10.00  BACT Workday.  Meet at Church Field 
25th 10.00-14.00 Ukraine Coffee Morning at Village Hall    
                            (see p.1) 
JULY 
8th  17.00  Collecting Fete goods at The Manor 
9th  14.00  Bergh Apton Fete at The Manor 
10th  10.00  De-rig Fete at The Manor 
16th     10.00   BACT Workday.  Meet at Church Field 
17th 16.00  BALHG Historical walk around  
   Loddon followed by supper 
20th 10.00-12.00 Coffee n Chat at the Village Hall 
20th 19.00    Village Hall Management meeting 
21st     10.00   BACT Workday.  Meet at Church Field 
23rd All day   Art Exhibition and Sale of work  
                            by Justin Barnard (see p.3) 
23rd  16.30  BA Society visit Cromer End-of-the-Pier 
        Show 
23rd 19.00  Andrew Peterson, US singer songwriter  
                          at the parish church (see p.3) 
24th All day   Art Exhibition and Sale of work  
                                      by Justin Barnard 
 All day   Horse Show & Fun Dog Show  
                                  at the Manor (see p.2) 
30th  09.00  Eleven Says assembly at the Village Hall 

HARDLY TREASURE TROVE! 
Harry Johnson, investigating his fami-
ly’s garden at Bussey Bridge with his 
metal detector, found this tiny (20mm 
diameter) copper coin - a Farthing 
struck in 1866 (also, in mint condition, be-
low). 

Who remembers the farthing (1/4d) 
with a purchase value of one-quarter of 
an old penny (that was itself worth less 
than half a new penny) that went out of 
circulation in 1961?  There are few of us 
around now who will remember using it! 

The man who might have lost this coin was Jeremiah 
Gardner whose family in the 1860s occupied half of what 
is now the Johnsons’ house.  He worked at Bussey Bridge 
Farm and was one of four generations of his family who 
lived here from the 1820’s until John and Alice Drake 
moved in just after the First World War. 

Can one calculate the farthing’s value today?  Probably 
not, it’s too small.  But poor old Jeremiah must have been 
dismayed at its loss in a time when it was a significant 
part of a farm labourer’s weekly wage.   

Chris and Margaret Johnson and their children have 
lived here since the 1980s and are only the third family to 
occupy the cottage in over two hundred years. 


