
  

I’m trying to get as much village news as possible into four pages for this (last) issue, so 
please do tolerate (or maybe find relief in!) these shorter versions of my usual lengthy 
ramblings.  It has been a busy early Summer that presages, perhaps, an even busier Au-
tumn.  Enjoy!! 

 

The Berghaptoner 
Issue 181 

Bi-Monthly 
 August 2022 

KIP BERTRAM, DOCTOR IN LETTERS 
The award of honorary degrees goes back to the late 
1470s.  That was when Lionel Woodville was honoured 
by Oxford University.  One must wonder if his rela-
tionship to Elizabeth, Queen Consort of King Henry 
IV, had any bearing on it! 

That might well have been a factor in Lionel’s case 
but, five hundred years later, in 2019, the honour was 
entirely on his own merits when Kip Bertram learned 
of the University of East Anglia’s intention to award 
him an honorary Doctorate in Letters.    

We here in Bergh Apton know Kip best as the gener-
ous owner of The Manor, host to so many village and 
other events that take over the parklands of Kip and 
Alison’s home.   

But the outside world knows him better as the found-
er of the innovative and successful Norwich-based book 
wholesaler Bertram Books and for his charitable work 
of which the key element is Norfolk Diabetes founded 
by his mother the late Elsie Bertram, of which Kip is 
Patron.  It is for these aspects of Kip’s life that UEA 
awarded him the recognition he deserves.  

Soon he learned of UEA’s intention, the arrival of the 
Covid pandemic delayed all these plans and it is only 
now, two years later, that it has been possible for the 
University to award their Doctorate. 

      In his address to the 
University (the conclud-
ing element of the Grad-
uation ceremony on 
Thursday 21st July) Kip 
told over 2,000 guests that 
his intention, at the age 
of 15 while at Norwich 
School, was to train as a 
Doctor of Medicine.   
      Those hopes were 
dashed when he was di-
agnosed with Type 1 Dia-
betes, the effects and 
treatment of which led to 
his failure to achieve his 
’O’ Level GCEs.   
    He joined the book 
publishers Pan Books 
where he identified a gap 

in the market and established Bertram Books that he 
developed into the UK’s biggest book distributer and 
sold in 1999 for a reported £35 million (source: Sunday 
Times April 26 2009). 

Having dealt with the background to his educational 
failure and to his business success, Kip concluded his 
address with the advice; “So here is a lesson for all of you:  
Even if it takes 63 years to fulfil your dreams, don’t give up, 
you’ll get there in the end! I did!    
Congratulations, Dr Bertram. 

and the choir  

THE  QUEEN’S PLATINUM JUBILEE 
 

Saturday 4th June was a beautiful evening for something 
around 150 people who celebrated the Queen’s Platinum 
Jubilee on the park at Bergh Apton Manor. 

Kip and Alison Bertram hosted this BYO picnic-in-the
-park in a super marquee and with a music programme 
that featured Bridget Hemmant’s classical quartet, the 
unrehearsed but super singing duo Alice and Julia Bates 
and an impromptu Jubilee Choir who, accompanied by  
flag-waving and enthusiastic supporters from the assem-
bled company (see below) sang celebrational classics in-
cluding ‘Jerusalem’ and ‘Land of Hope and Glory’ before 
concluding with the National Anthem. 

The big surprise for the majority of those present, and 
the main entertainment of the evening, was musician 
Gary Burgess of White Heath Road.   

In Gary’s day-job he is one of International Netball’s 
most recognisable and respected umpires who has over 
100 international umpiring caps including World Cup 
and Commonwealth Games finals.  This illustrious ca-
reer was well-hidden as Gary wowed the company onto 
the dance floor with his non-stop professional-standard 
presentation of top pop classics. 

Our thanks to our hosts Kip and Alison and to Alison’s 
team of Caroline Thurtell and Carrie Hill for organising 
this superb evening to cele-
brate seventy years of the 
Queen’s service to the Na-
tion. 

Gary Burgess entertains 

the assembled company . . .  

 

Dr Kip Bertram reiterating his  
UEA acceptance speech for his 
friends at a Reception at Bergh Ap-
ton Manor on the evening of Friday 
22nd July to mark his award  

UKRAINE FUNDRAISER 

May I please convey a big vote of thanks to all the 
helpers and those who supported the coffee morning on 
June 25th at Bergh Apton village hall.to raise money for 
the Red Cross Appeal for Ukraine  
  
With everyone’s help we made almost £1,000 which 
was an amazing effort.  
 
The oversized Pooh Bear was won by a little Ukrainian 
girl and the big smile on her face was definitely the 
"icing on the cake". 
 
Many thanks 
Gill Waters 
 

and the Choir 
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THE FETE - THE BEST FOR MANY YEARS 
 

At the time of our last Fete, in July 2019, even the citi-
zens of Wuhan had not heard of Covid-19.   

Since then, here in Bergh Apton and, by the look of 
it, for many miles around, we have been longing for 
another Fete just as soon as circumstances and pandem-
ic precautions allowed. 

That came about on Saturday 9th July - a beautiful 
day for a village fete in bright sunshine, not too hot and 
whose light breeze kept the temperature at a comforta-
ble level in the beautiful surroundings of the rear garden 
of Bergh Apton Manor . 

We don’t count attendance at the Fete (where both 
the car park and entrance are free) so we’re not sure 
how many attended.  But 300/350 doesn’t seem too far 
out by the fact that 286 people (some are bound to opt 
for another rummage on the White Elephant stall for a 
bargain!) visited the front garden. 

The net result of a day that was a mix of hard work 
by the Fete team and the generosity of the visitors re-
sulted in a surplus of £3,500 that is, by long-standing 
tradition, shared by the Church and the Village Hall.  

This year, knowing how perilous are the finances of 
the parish church caused by the lean Covid years, the 
Village Hall Trustees have decided that the entire in-
come should go to the church.  It is a decision that has, 
in the past and for broadly similar reasons, been the 
other way round and reflects the superb spirit of work-
ing together that epitomises these two village institu-
tions. 

The musical entertainment at the Fete revealed, as 
did the Platinum Jubilee (see front page) yet another mu-
sician of a high professional standard living amongst us 
on The Street.  In this case it was in the person of Cara 
Knox whose easy style and interesting lyrics delighted 

the crowds who sat near the 
bandstand to watched her and 
her band whilst enjoying their 
teas and scones and their 
Pimms.  We hope to see and 
hear more of Cara and her 
music but, in the meantime, 
you can find her on https://
soundcloud.com/caraknoxmusic 
 

PARISH COUNCIL NEWS 
From Chairman, David Skedge 
 

Councillors received a bombshell at the end of our last 
Parish Council meeting on 22nd June when our Clerk, 
Angela Tregear, announced her resignation that, with 
her 3 month  period of notice, will come into effect fol-
lowing her last meeting on 31st August. 

Angela became Clerk in September 2019 and she has 
guided us through the pandemic, arranging meetings via 
Zoom, so that we could continue to function. 

She moved to Poringland from Bussey Bridge in 2021 
and wants to spend more time to pursue her interests. 

All Councillors wish her the very best for the future. 
She has been the ideal person for the role of Clerk being 
thorough, effecient, proactive and very easy to work 
with.  We shall miss her greatly. 
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As this may be the last Newsletter for a while, please 
note that the period for the current Council expires at the 
end of April 2023.   

Parish Councillors are elected for a 4-year term and 
existing Parish Councillors who wish to continue will 
need to reapply.  But any eligible person can do this. If 
necessary, as happened in 2003, an election will be held to 
determine who will serve. 

 To maintain a full Council of seven Councillors it is 
essential that enough people come forward . . . so do 
please consider if you would be prepared to give up some 
of your time for this very worthwhile role. 

 

Clockwise from top left:  Cara Knox and her 
band perform; the long winding queue for ice 
cream; a panorama of the tea garden area near 
the Bandstand; and a scene on the area around 
the Bottles & Cans Tombola and the Book Stall. 

PHOTOS  
FROM 
THE FETE 
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RAJESHWOHR YUMNAN COMES TO VISIT 
 

One visitor to the Fete who, 
without question,  travelled 
furthest to get there, was Ra-
jeshwhor Yumnan (we call 
him Raj) who lives 5,000 
miles away in Imphal, the 
capital of the Indian State of 
Manipur on India’s border 
with Myanmar (formerly 
Burma).  Here he is, at the 
Fete with Harry Johnson of 
Jay’s Cottage, Bussey Bridge. 

Raj’s connection with Bergh Apton is way too com-
plex to tell in this space but he is the good friend and key 
‘man on the ground’ for the work Chris Johnson of Bus-
sey Bridge has carried out over more than twenty years 
to record the events of the Battle of Imphal (March-July 
1944) and to honour the men of the British and Indian 
Armies who fought and who died there.  They including 
Chris’ father CSM ‘Johno’ Johnson of 2nd Bn Royal 
Norfolks who played a key role in the battle that, with 
Kohima futher to the north,  turned the Japanese back 
from their advance into India (that had begun two years 
earlier in Malaya).   

This is a story of courage and close-quarter fighting - 
nir by front-line troops but, mostly, by men of Support 
Corps that Chris tells in his book ‘The Forgotten Army’s 
Box of Lions’ (2001) for which he is now writing the sequel 
to describe his work with Raj on the ground and his 
search for the many children of the men who fought 
there, whom Chris has brought together and whom he 
proudly calls his ‘Lion Cubs’. 

Raj spent a week here in Bergh Apton of which the 
main event was a barbeque in Chris’s garden where he 
met some of the Lion Cubs for the first time and re-
sumed friendships forged with others who went with 
Chris to Imphal in 2019.  That was a memorable trip that 
Chris related to members and friends of the Bergh Apton 
Local History Group in November 2019. 

The work Raj has done on the ground to reveal and 
commemorate the battle is a story that will be worth 
reading when Chris publishes his next book. 

 

ANDREW PETERSON IN 
CONCERT AT  BERGH  
APTON PARISH CHURCH 
 

Nashville-based Andrew Peterson is 
recognised as one of the foremost Chris-
tian singer-songwriters around and his 
concert on 23rd July in our parish church 
was something of a coup for Christo-

pher Meynell and his team who  coaxed Andrew away from an 
Oxford conference to do this one–and-only concert on his current 
visit to the UK. 
      He had an international following demonstrated by the fact 
that  his YouTube video of his song ‘Be Kind to Yourself’ had 
registered 1,455,000 views, and in this instance, by the presence in 
the audience of his fans from as far away as Wakefield, Birming-
ham and London .   

The evening was a combination of good music and 
good repartee and engagement with the audience exceed-
ing 120 people - pretty much the capacity of the church 
given the array of technical kit that required space in the 
chancel. 

                    continued at the top of the next column  

 
Andrew Peterson (Continued . . . .) 
The concert was part of Bergh Apton church’s Plat-

inum Jubilee Festival and its net proceeds are shared 
between the church and the Matthew Project, a Nor-
wich-based  charity working to reduce drug and alco-
hol misuse and to improve people’s mental wellbeing.    

The next Festival event, on Saturday 15th October, 
is a talk by Suffolk entertainer Charlie Haylock on the 
Sutton Hoo treasure and his key part in the making of 
the Neflix film ‘The Dig’.  Not to be missed!  Watch 
out for trailers and booking details.  

1911 CENSUS - THE LAST LEG 
 

In edition 158 of the Newsletter (August 2018) I began 
writing a summary of the Bergh Apton Census of 1911 
noting who lived where, and did what   I thought it 
might take a few consecutive issues to cover the whole 
village.  Hmmm . . .  “The best laid plans of mice and 
men . . . “ as they say!  So here we are, four years later, 
and the job still not done! 

I have not yet covered the lanes from the south end 
of The Street, going via Town Farm down Welbeck 
Road and ending at Kiln Grove where once there was 
a pair of cottages, both now long gone and of which no 
trace is left on the site.  

This map shows what remains to be covered. 
Though sparsely populated it has some interesting his-
tory so I have no hope of covering it in this last issue 
of the Newsletter.  Thus, with the help of our web-
master Steve Whitby , I hope to publish the whole 
Census summary on the Bergh Apton website, and to 
include these last elements. 

 

WELBECK MARSH NEWS 

Welbeck Marsh, on the south bank of the river Chet 
(in blue on the above map) is an area of the lands 
owned by Valley Farm in 1911 that Bergh Apton Con-
servation Trust has recently purchased from Robert 
Waters, today’s owner of the farm. 

Professor Tony Davy, chairman of the Trust, re-
cently told the Trust’s members that the two bridges 

across the river to 
connect the new 
marsh to Valley 
Marsh (one seen here 
in the course of con-
struction) have been 
completed. 
     A celebration of 
this completed project 
is planned for some 
time in the Autumn. 
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THE VILLAGE DIARY  
 

AUGUST 
3rd  10.00-16.00 BA Arts Papermaking workshop  
  with Liz MacGowan at the Village Hall 
12th  19.00 The Hare open again on Threadneedle 
  Street (BALHG members event)  
17th  10.00 – 12.00 Coffee n Catch Up at  
  the Village Hall 
20th  10.00 BACT Workday.  Meet at Church Field 
20th 10.00-16.00 BA Arts Book-making workshop  
  with Di Byford at the Village Hall 
25th  10.00 BACT Workday.  Meet at Church Field 
31st 18.00 Parish Council + South Norfolk Council 
  conservation area review 
   
SEPTEMBER 
14th  19.30 BA Society talk by Stephen Ferrey  
  on ‘Moco’ at Village Hall 
17th  10.00 BACT Workday.  Meet at Church Field 
21st  10.00 – 12.00 Coffee n Catch Up at  
  the Village Hall  
21st  19.00 Village Hall management meeting 
22nd  10.00 BACT Workday.  Meet at Church Field 
24th  09.00 Eleven Says assembly at the Village Hall 
28th  19.30 BA Conservation Trust AGM at the  
  Village Hall.  

Our sponsors, some of whom have been with us for thirty 
years, have kept the newsletter in continuous publication 
from 1992 to 2022. My enduring thanks to all of them for 
their kindness.  They are: 
 

Bergh Apton Community Arts Trust, Bergh Apton Con-
servation Trust, Bergh Apton Society, Bergh Apton Local 
History Group, Bergh Apton Parish Council, Bergh Apton 
Parochial Church Council, Bergh Apton Village Hall 
Trust, Bertram Charitable Trust and Country Holiday 
Cottages Norfolk Ltd.   

THANK YOU, SPONSORS! 

REGULAR ACTIVITIES AT  
THE VILLAGE HALL 

 

3rd Wednesday 10.00-12.00 COFFEE  n  CHAT 

Monday 09.30 - 10.15 PILATES 

Monday 17.00 on  DOG  TRAINING 

Friday 09.30 & 11.15 YOGA 

Tuesday 19.30 THE  LA LA’s  SING 

3rd Wednesday 14.00-16.00 VILLAGE ARCHIVE 

Tuesday  09.30 - 10.15 PILATES 

1st Saturday 09.00 - 17.00 MICROSCOPY  GRP 
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USEFUL CONTACTS 
 Pat Mlejnecky   01508 480696 

Yoga classes Gemma Bains 07979 723914 

Singing (The La La’s!) Karen Bonsell 07900 968739 

Pilates classes Emma Stevens moveswithemma.com 

BACAT (Art workshops) 

BA Conservation Trust Tony Davy 01508 558453 

Dog Training Tina Devlin 07810 158799 

Village Hall bookings Hilary Ling 01508 480439 

Family/Local history research 01508 480439 John Ling 

Microscopy Group Peter Sunderland 01508 493398 

Lynton Johnson 01508 480629 BA Society 

Church: Warden Shirley Rimmer 01508 480576 

Church: Rector Rev’d Chris Ellis 01508 484174 

Linda Davy 01508 558493 BA Local History Group 

BERGH APTON ARTS WORKSHOPS 
 
Pat Mlejnecky (p.mlej@btinternet.com) has sched-

uled two Arts workshops in August that will appeal 
to those of you who like to do something different.   

The first, on 5th August, is a hands-on day with 
tutor Liz MacGowan getting down and dirty (but 
clean as well - it does, after all, involve water!) learn-
ing the skills and usage of paper-making. 

Di Byford leads the second workshop on 20th Au-
gust.  It will teach you the skills of book-making us-
ing natural and re-cycled materials and will encour-
age you to use them to make your own book. 

Both courses are from 10.00 am to 4.00 pm with a 
cost of £15 per person.  You can reserve a place by 
emailing Pat (see her email address above). 

Pat can also give you information on a third Arts 
Workshop in October at The Vineyard that will be 
led by renowned storyteller Hugh Lupton on a theme 
of ‘Land, Lore and Legend’ 

 This is a one-day workshop repeated over four 
days (Tuesday 4th, 11, 18 & 25 October) to give you 
options to meet your other diary commitments. 

My thanks also go to the magnificent team that delivers this 
newsletter and Eleven Says to every house in the village come 
snow, come wind, and come (as may happen more and more)  
tropical heat. 

One of them is ebullient biker Jo Diamond, seen here with 
his wife Camilla and neighbour 
Gus Stephens (left) at the Platinum 
Jubilee celebrations.  Jo delivers to 
the South Eastern part of the vil-
lage on Loddon Road, Langley Road 
and Washingford Bridge. 
     Though they will no longer 
bring this newsletter to you the 
team will still call at your door to 
deliver Eleven Says.  

 

AND THANK YOU, DELIVERY TEAM! 


