
 

 

BERGH APTON PARISH COUNCIL - MINUTES OF MEETING THURSDAY 9th 
JANUARY 2025 AT 7.00 PM BERGH APTON VILLAGE HALL 

Present:  Cllr S Whitby, Cllr S Mitchell, Cllr G Warde-Aldam, Cllr S Price, Cllr J Skedge, R Thornber 
Parish Clerk and 3 members of the public 

1. To receive apologies for absence and Declarations of Interest.  Apologies from Cllr H Porter.  No 
declarations of any interests.  

2. To approve the minutes of the Parish Council meeting held on 27th November 2024.  Approved 
and signed. 

3. Resignation of Cllr Ian Ratcliffe.  Thanks to Ian for his contribution and assistance during office 
noted. Consideration needed for possible other Councillors and the due process for election to 
commence. Action:  Clerk to check all requirements in this respect. 

4. Presentation of County Councillor’s Report: Kay Mason-Billig’s report dated 3rd December 2024 
as circulated to Parish Council noted.  This report was not Parish specific 

5. Presentation of District Councillor’s Report: John Fuller - No report submitted  

6. To receive any questions or comments from members of the Public on matters on the agenda: 
John Ling advising funding offered from BALHG towards the events for which we have applied for 
the Commemoration funding.   The BALHG will pay the balance needed for the event or total 
should we not be successful with the application for the Grant.  John Ling advises Alpington 
School has WW2 on curriculum and historical documentation to assit.  Children to have exhibition 
in the village hall on the 4th/5th/6th May.  To remember 14 Men from the village with a symbol. 
Tours around the village proposed.  A commemoration service on the Sunday evening.  John Ling 
happy to act as a project manager.   Parish Council feel it is more a history group event rather 
than Parish Council event, particularly taking into account funding.   

7. Agree Budget and submission of precept for 2025/2026  -  Reductions on increases over the 
past few years, use of reserves and increases on running costs and overheads have resulted in 
the amount of Precept required from the South Norfolk Council increasing to £28.95.    We still 
are the second lowest amongst Councils in the area. Parish Council agreed will utilise £1000 
from reserves  in line with the Reserve Policy agreed in 2022.   Proposed Cllr Whitby,  Seconded 
Cllr Mitchell. 

8. To report progress on items on the agenda arising from the last meeting (Clerk’s Report): 
(a) To note new Auditor Tina Newby and her suitability   
(b) Update on A146 road safety concerns Action:  Clerk to write to Cllr Mason-Billig for 

update. 
(c) Sale of phone box on Threadneedle Street – An offer of £300.00 received with purchaser 

responsible for removal and any associated costs.  Offer Accepted by the Council.  
Proposed Cllr Warde-Aldam, Seconded Cllr Price.  Action:  Clerk to advise Angela Rowe of 
acceptance of offer, conclude the sale and removal arrangements with buyer. 

(d) Progress on application for installation of dog bin – Application for Licence submitted 
22.10.2024.  Action:  Clerk to chase Norfolk County Council to enable this to progress. 

(e) Permission for bench at Scoop Hill - response awaited from Mr Wright at Norfolk County 
Council.  Action:  Clerk to chase Mr Wright. 

(f) Progress on application for Commemoration Fund – application submitted 9th December 
2024 (80th anniversaries VE and VJ Day)  Action:  Clerk to Chase application for funding. 
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9. To receive updates from individual Council members on items on the agenda arising from the 
last meeting:   

To note SAM2 Data Report :–  1. Cllr S Whitby to update on historical analysis.  Data sent to the 
Councillors.    The SAM data and speedwatch results demonstrate a reduction of speeding in the 
village and are positive measures.      2.  Thank you cards and bottle of wine delivered to Mike 
Rimmer and Richard Philips for continued support of the SAM machine. 

10. Targeting introduction of 30 MPH on the Street – Responses to article in Bergh Apton Broadcast 
Newsletter was disappointing in the uptake of steering committee/assistance to introduce 
speed restrictions in the village.  Cllr Whitby asked for a Councillor/s to lead on the work but no 
volunteer was forthcoming.   David and Angela Whiskered happy to assist as is Richard Forman. 
Action: Cllr Whitby to do notification for broadcast requesting more support and advising on 
the possible effects of SAM historical data 

11. Cutting of hedges on Dodgers Lane – application to Council made.  Unsure if Council or if 
owners of neighbouring land have undertaken cutting but the accessway seems much tidier 
generally.  Item closed.  

12. Biodiversiry Report:   Update from Cllr Porter presented by Cllr Whitby.   Further information to 
follow.                                                                                                                                                                                          

13. Review of Policies for Equal Opportunities and Safeguarding:  The draft Policies as circulated to 
Parish Council agreed and to be adopted.   Proposed by Cllr Whitby, Seconded Cllr  Mitchell 

14. To clarify Clerk’s holiday entitlement: Cllr Whitby’s draft amendments agreed for payroll date to 
start on 1st April  (to assist Autela) and holiday entitlement Clause 12.1 as circulated to Council 
agreed. Proposed Cllr Skedge  Seconded Cllr Price. 

15. To consider draft plans for lectern artwork and wording:  Update from Cllr Mitchell.   £1000 
from cil money for this project.  Agreed best way forward was putting this on oak legs to be 
more in-keeping with the village sign and structure.   Action: Update will be provided at next 
meeting by Cllr Mitchell 

16. Planning Applications: 

16.1. To note the status of all current and recently closed planning 
applications in the Parish:    Mr. Thurtells application declined to turn 
annexe into separate property.  Cookes Road still on-going – 
comments closed.  Response of Richard Forman to objections on the 
comments raised and circulated to the Councillors.  Neither Richard 
Forman or our Parish Council received anything further on this 
application from South Norfolk.  Date for committee awaited. Cllr 
Skedge queried Mr Forman putting comments on objections after 
expiry date but Mr Forman stated that as applicant he could respond 
to objections after closing date.  Action: Clerk to enquire of Planners  
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as to any potential dates yet for the committee meeting if nothing 
heard within a month. 

16.2. Any planning applications which are pending the Council making 
comments.  Cllr Warde-Aldam confirmed no further news on the 
block works yet.  Final numbers to be defined – suggestions varying 
between 15 and 25 units.  Village clusters strategic plan to be 
considered.  

Mr R Eagle, 17/18 Church Road - Heat pumps and solar panels on 
Church Road progressing. 

Mr Dembicki – St Martins House, The Street - Revised plans following 
suggestions made by Parish Council acceptable. 

16.3. Consider any Planning Applications that come in after agenda is 
posted – None.  

17. Finance – See Report and approve the following payments 

(a) Monthly direct debits to Ionos for website support and cloud storage £6.60 and £15.59   

(b) Clerk’s salary (including any overtime)  Pay for December and November overtime £321.25 and 
Pay for January with December’s overtime £331.76 

(c)Payment to HMRC Mrs A Gallant’s Tax and interest £95.67 

(d) Payment to Bergh Apton Village Hall for hire September/November 2024 £36.00 

(e)Payment to Mrs R Thornber refund expenses £32.48 

Payments agreed - Proposed Cllr Mitchell Seconded Cllr Whitby 

18. Enforcement notices as circulated to Parish Councillors  - Status discussed and noted. on 
Greenpastures still pending.  Parish Council require clarification of the resolution giving rise to 
enforcement closure on Vineyard.   Action: Clerk to check with Planning enforcements for 
clarification.  

19. To agree items for next meeting:    

(i) Mill Road safety on A146.   

(ii) Approval for Cllr Mitchell missing some meetings. Dates to be provided and agreed for 
Cllr Mitchell’s  absence.  

20.  Dates for 2025 Parish Council meetings: 

5th March 2025, 

7th May 2025 PCAGM 

21st May 2025 Annual Parish Meeting 

9th July 2025 



 

 

3rd September 2025 

5th November 2025.  

Date of next meeting:  Wednesday  5th March 2025  7.00 pm 

 

Meeting Closed 8.30 pm 



 

 

 


